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Remarks on Signing the Genetic 
Information Nondiscrimination Act 
of 2008 
May 21, 2008 

I want to thank the Members of Congress 
who’ve joined us as I sign the Genetic Infor-
mation Nondiscrimination Act. It’s a piece 
of legislation which prohibits health insurers 
and employers from discriminating on the 
basis of genetic information. In other words, 
it protects our citizens from having genetic 
information misused. And this bill does so 
without undermining the basic premise of 
the insurance industry. 

I also want to pay homage today to—and 
not only to Members of the Congress who 
are behind me but also to Senator Ted Ken-
nedy, who has worked for over a decade to 
get this piece of legislation to a President’s 
desk. All of us are so pleased that Senator 
Kennedy has gone home, and our thoughts 
and prayers are with him and his family. 

Now it’s my honor to sign the Genetic In-
formation Nondiscrimination Act. 

[At this point, the President signed the bill.] 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:05 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. H.R. 493, ap-
proved May 21, was assigned Public Law No. 110– 
233. 

Statement on the Death of 
Hamilton Jordan 
May 21, 2008 

Laura and I are saddened by the death 
of Hamilton Jordan. Hamilton Jordan was a 
man whose love for American politics and 
his country took him at a young age from 
the State capitol in Georgia to the White 
House. As President Carter’s close adviser, 
Hamilton played an important role in shap-
ing our Nation’s policies. We value his serv-
ice to our country. 

Hamilton Jordan was also a great commu-
nity leader, using lessons learned during his 
personal struggle against cancer to encourage 
other cancer survivors to remain optimistic 
and embrace the blessings of each day. 
Through their work with Camp Sunshine, he 

and his wife, Dorothy, have helped thou-
sands of children enjoy life as they cope with 
the challenges of cancer. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with the Jor-
dan family. 

Proclamation 8259—National 
Maritime Day, 2008 
May 21, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
On National Maritime Day, America hon-

ors our highly skilled mariners who sail the 
high seas, support those on the front lines 
of the war on terror, and promote commerce 
around the world. 

Since 1775, the United States Merchant 
Marine has served our country, helping 
America become a great maritime power. 
During the Second World War, courageous 
mariners were among those who suffered 
greatly—hundreds of ships were lost to 
enemy action, and many mariners made the 
ultimate sacrifice. We pay tribute to these 
heroes who answered the call to serve when 
our Nation needed them most. Today, our 
merchant mariners continue to protect our 
homeland, including by supporting our 
troops in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

In times of peace and war, these brave pa-
triots help keep our Nation safe and strength-
en our economy. By transporting American 
goods across the oceans, merchant mariners 
facilitate commerce and advance trade. 
These Americans honor the noble traditions 
of seafarers and enrich our country’s mari-
time heritage. 

In recognition of the importance of the 
U.S. Merchant Marine, the Congress, by 
joint resolution approved on May 20, 1933, 
as amended, has designated May 22 of each 
year as ‘‘National Maritime Day,’’ and has 
authorized and requested that the President 
issue an annual proclamation calling for its 
appropriate observance. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim May 22, 2008, as Na-
tional Maritime Day. I call upon the people 


